ADAPTIVE REUSE AND
CIRCULAR CONSTRUCTION

The construction and renovation of tourism infrastructure generates significant waste and embodied carbon.
Converting existing buildings rather than demolishing and rebuilding ("adaptive reuse") retains embodied energy,
preserves cultural character, and creates distinctive visitor experiences that new-build tourism cannot replicate.
Temporary and modular structures extend this logic further, enabling flexible, low-impact tourism infrastructure
that can be installed, relocated, and repurposed without permanent land use.

FEATURES BENEFITS FOR THE DESTINATION
©® Adaptive reuse of historic buildings (former Environmental:
factories, farm buildings, civic structures) as hotels, @ Significantly lower embodied carbon compared to
visitor centres, or cultural venues; new construction;
@ Modular building components designed for ® Reduced demolition and construction waste through
disassembly, transport, and reassembly at new material reuse and modular design;
(Ol @ Brownfield regeneration prevents further greenfield
@ Temporary structures for events and seasonal land consumption.
tourism using bio-based or fully recyclable
materials; Social:
@ Brownfield site regeneration: restoring _ ® Preservation of architectural heritage and
contaminated or derelict urban land for public community identity;
greer.w e L usej-, Cfr Iow—|mpacF tourism; © Activation of vacant urban spaces for community
¢ Interim use of vacant buildings for tourism, arts, benefit and cultural programming.
and community uses; activating spaces between
permanent development phases; Economic:
@ Material reuse and salvage: incorporating ® Lower construction costs through retention of
reclaimed materials, local stone, and recycled existing structure and fabric;

compenentsieiuibichment: © Premium positioning for distinctive, place-specific visitor

experiences linked to the history of adapted buildings.

@ Reduced long-term maintenance costs from durable,
locally appropriate materials.
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BANEGAARDEN (DENMARK)

BaneGaarden is a hidden patch of wilderness in the heart
of Copenhagen, once part of DSB's old railway grounds.
Left untouched since the 1950s, it has grown into a lush
landscape of blackberry bushes and mature trees. The
site is home to nine historic wooden barns, now
transformed into vibrant spaces for events, food, and
culture. Today, BaneGaarden hosts restaurants, food
stalls, workshops, learning programmes, and farm shops
- a green meeting place where nature and community
thrive (BaneGaarden, n.d.).

KARLS ERLEBNIS-DORF
UPCYCLING HOTEL "ALLES
PALETTI" (GERMANY)

This two-storey modular hotel was completed using a
high proportion of timber and natural finishes, with
oil and wax coatings for walls. The hotel is positioned
as an "upcycling hotel" - an experience destination in
itself. It demonstrates that modular, sustainable
construction methods can be combined with a
compelling visitor concept (Karls, n.d.).

THE GROWING PAVILION,
(NETHERLANDS)

The Growing Pavilion is a bio-based temporary
structure erected for the Dutch Design Week. Its skin
consists of 88 mycelium panels made from shredded
hemp, flax, and other natural fibres grown into
shape by fungal mycelium. The temporary tourism
and event infrastructure is built from fully
compostable, locally grown biological materials
(Growing Pavilion, n.d.).
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KEY IMPLEMENTATION CONSIDERATIONS

® Engage heritage planners and conservation architects
from the outset, particularly for listed or protected
buildings;

® Design modular and temporary structures for specific

disassembly, storage, and reuse scenarios; ALL SOURCES

» For brownfield sites, site contamination assessments are

necessary to define remediation plans before tourism
BaneGaarden. (n.d.). BaneGaarden.

activation; https://en.banegaarden.com/

@ Explore interim use models for buildings awaiting Karls. (nd.). Hotel Alles Paletti,
planning permission. Even a few years of activation ittpstZkansTeotelotelallesipalettl
preserves buildings and builds community value; The Growing Pavilion. {n.d.). About the Pavilion.

) . : https://thegrowingpavilion.com
© Communicate the reuse story to visitors: the history of

the building is part of the visitor experience.
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