URBAN GREENING FOR
TOURIST WELLBEING

Urban tourism areas are increasingly affected by heat stress, flooding, biodiversity decline, and sensory overload.
These conditions reduce visitor and resident wellbeing. Urban greening is recognised as a key strategy to address
these pressures, with green infrastructure shown to reduce urban heat island effects, manage stormwater, and
deliver measurable physical and mental health benefits for residents and visitors (EEA, 2020).

Well-designed trees, green corridors, rain gardens, and biodiverse public spaces also create attractive, distinctive
destinations that distinguish themselves from generic urban environments.

FEATURES

© Urban green corridors and tree-lined streets
connecting tourism zones, reducing heat island
effects and encouraging walking;

® Biodiverse public green spaces as multifunctional
visitor attractions (picnic, play, nature observation,
events);

® Repurposed parking spaces: permeable surfaces,
Phytoparking®, and temporary greening
transforming car-dominated spaces into
visitor-friendly green areas;

@ Green infrastructure on tourism buildings: green
roofs, facades, and planted courtyards improving
building comfort and aesthetics;

@ Rain gardens and bioretention areas managing
stormwater visibly and educationally in tourism
streetscapes;

© Tree adoption and community stewardship
programmes involving residents and businesses in
urban greening maintenance.

SDGs

BENEFITS FOR THE DESTINATION

Environmental:
@ Improved thermal comfort for visitors and residents;
@ Improved air quality;

@ Enhanced urban biodiversity and ecological
connectivity in tourism zones.

Social:

@ Improved physical and mental wellbeing for visitors
and local residents;

@ More pleasant, walkable, and distinctive tourism
streetscapes;

© Community cohesion through local green meeting spaces.

Economic:

@ Increased footfall and dwell time in greener, cooler
tourism districts;

© Reduced cooling energy costs for adjacent buildings;

© Stronger destination brand as a liveable, healthy,
and attractive urban environment.
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THE METROPOLITAN GREEN
CORRIDOR IN SEVILLE (SPAIN)

The Metropolitan Green Corridor is a network of cycling
routes linking La Corchuela Periurban Park with towns
across the Seville Metropolitan Area. Designed to
promote sustainable transport while celebrating the
region’s natural and cultural heritage, it winds along the
Guadaira and Guadalquivir rivers, revealing
archaeological sites - offering an accessible way to
experience the landscapes, history, and biodiversity of
southern Spain (Andalucia.org, n.d.).
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PHYTOPARKING® BY RIETLAND
(BELGIUM)

Rietland's Phytoparking® is a subsurface wastewater
treatment wetland and a functional parking space at the
same time. Its multifunctionality makes it well suited to
tourism sites such as campsites and visitor car parks. At
an off-grid campsite, the system is treating greywater
from guests and recycled for reuse on-site. Annual
operating costs are low: no sludge removal is required,
energy consumption is minimal, and only one
maintenance visit per year is needed (Rietland, n.d.).

KEY IMPLEMENTATION CONSIDERATIONS

o Prioritise species selection suited to local climate, soils, and anticipated
future climate conditions (drought tolerance is increasingly important);

® Design green spaces for multiple uses (thermal comfort, biodiversity,
recreation, stormwater). Single-function installations miss co-benefit

opportunities;

® Plan maintenance from the outset: trees and planted spaces require
ongoing care, watering, and replacement; assign clear responsibility and

budget;

@ Engage tourism businesses and residents in stewardship (tree adoption,
green facade programmes) to share maintenance cost and build

ownership;

@ Monitor and report outcomes: temperature reduction, biodiversity
indicators, visitor satisfaction, and stormwater performance;

© Alignwith urban heat island strategies, biodiversity action plans, and EU

Nature Restoration Law obligations where applicable.
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FREIBURG TREE PARTNERSHIPS
(GERMANY)

The City of Freiburg's "Freiburg packt an" (Freiburg Gets
Active) initiative encourages citizens and businesses to
adopt tree grids throughout the city, taking on care and
watering responsibilities. The model creates a
distributed network of cared-for urban trees, improving
shade and biodiversity in tourism districts at very low
cost to the municipality, while building community
engagement (City of Freiburg, n.d.).
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